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Bethesda Homeña dream come true  

STUFFING A SUITCASEé 
by Rennae de Freitas 

Itôs time to stuff my suitcase. But instead of articles of clothing, I am 
filling it with blessings and memories. After a year of itineration minis-
try, weôre getting ready to return to our work in Dominican Republic. 
Hereôs the packing list for this metaphorical suitcaseé 
 
1 pair of walking shoesï for all the walks with my best friend and 
pastorôs wife Rhonda Gray. What a gift to be able to ñwalk with herò in 
her ministry to the people of Venice, Florida where we have based 
during this year of itineration. Though Rhonda and her husband Gary 
have always been like family to us, this year the church adopted us 
into their family and the blessing of knowing and loving this congrega-
tion is so enormous that it makes it difficult to close my suitcase.   
 
Mount Rushmore snow globeï Our first service in Rapid City, SD 
may have been our best. It was so special to be with friends from my 
childhood and we were so blessed to begin a partnership with this 
church that connects the Black Hills of South Dakota to the Hills of 
Piedra Blanca de Bonao in Dominican Republic.  
 
6 ticket stubs from Dollywoodï We rode a roller coaster with Pas-
tor Joe Copolo and Ray Applegate from Roanoke, VA. Our adventure 
with Life Church began with their construction trip in Dominican Re-
public just several prior months. The special memories and blessings 
from that visit are so numerous that they look like the socks hanging 
out of an overstuffed suitcase. 
 
6 pairs of snow bootsð we will never use them in the Dominican 
Republic, but my boys wonôt need them to remember their first time 
seeing and playing in the snow in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. I 
am also including all the Italian food that was seasoned with the 
blessing of friendship that we shared with special people like Mark 
and Stella Scafidi and the Lovero family. 
 
3 dollars ð Samôs offering. Sam is a ten year-old boy who gave us 
everything in his pocket for Dominican Republic. His seemingly small 
gift turns out to be the biggest gift of all because it was all everything 
that he had. Check out the full story on my blog. 
(www.defreitasfamily.blogspot.com)  
 
My packing and stuffing have just begun. This is just a sample of all 
that we are packing in our suitcases. Thank you to everyone who 
helped to fill our suitcases and made this year of itineration a very 
special one indeed.  
  
 

SEND US BACKé 
Our target return date of August 18th, 2008 is fast approaching and we 

still lack the necessary monthly support to get back to the Dominican Re-

public. This is our GREAT BIG PUSH to be there... for the Quisqueya Masterôs 

Commission leadership transition; for the development of CIMA del Rey; to 

mentor our newest missionary, LaDawn Rance; for the start of our boysô 

school year; for the children who still need to hear about Jesus. You can be 

a part of this great big thing that God is doing in Dominican Republic. How 

you can helpé 

 

1. Pray like crazy!!! I mean really pray and get people together to pray 

with you. Pray for God to supply exactly what is needed. He is our 

source after all. 

2. Make a monthly commitment. We need 50 churches or individuals to 

commit $50 monthly or 100 churches or individuals to commit $25 

monthly. Of course, one-time cash offerings are gladly accepted. 

3. Pray like crazy and make a monthly commitment. That would be a 

double-whammie!!!! 


